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Before coming to Ball State I would describe my exposure to other cultures, races, genders and the outside world in general to be minimal at best.  With multiple outside factors shaping my overall outlook and behavior towards these various elements I have drastically changed my outlook in the world and how my actions not only as a teacher but has a human being in general must be executed when in the field and in the world.  I feel a lot of my outside factors such as close family and friends all strived for what our community saw as “normal”.  Of course this term varies to each community and community member.  The values that we sought as normal have followed me all the way to Ball State University and my educational courses.  As I participate in these courses and analyze various situations I have drastically been able to take a new perspective of what education is and how it should affects students.  In this paper will I not only analyze how these separate issues such as race, gender and religion as well as many more elements but also how the issue of class affected our family and how my outlook has changed since attending Ball State.  

Before I can discuss myself I must look back to the culture of my parents and grandparents.  My mothers side of the family served very conservative, Christian views on life.  My grandmother was a stay at home mom with my mother while my grandfather ran businesses and worked factory jobs throughout the years.  My grandmother eventually took a job at the look area hospital doing various odd jobs for doctors and nurses.  I can safely say that my mother carried these views into our family.  My fathers side of the family were mostly based in agriculture and factory jobs.  The base of this part of my family had similar views to my mothers.  The wives of the farmers were to stay home while the men dealt with farm and the other issues dealing with the farm.  These two backgrounds show similar views on other cultures.  There was very little exposure to other cultures from where they lived.  The socialization of these two families revolves around classic ideals and upbringings. When these social backgrounds came together with my parents I feel that it has become the basis of how I view other cultures and ideals reflected majorly with how my family did.  The community that we were raised in was very conservative, very religious but at the same time accepting as well to other outside cultures.  

Both my parents did not attend universities.  Both have high school diplomas and were able to find work immediately after high school.  My dad has worked to date as a bus driver, farmer, factory worker, farm specialist and a farm manager.  My mother worked various little jobs until my sister and I were born.  Afterword she took positions at local box chain stores and currently works as a direct support professional with challenged adults.  As anyone can see, my parents have had several experiences in the work place and were able to support me and my sister.  


As I grew up I began to take notice of my fathers’ outlook on other cultures and ideas.  Throughout these early years he would often make what some would call insensitive comments about these cultures and ideas.  My mother often looked down at these and would scold my father for saying these things in front of this.  Even though he would apologize for saying these comments it still had somewhat of an impact on us.  From very early life we began to see people not as “normal” or what our family referred to as “normal”.  We saw these people as different, weird and even scary.  These views still to this point in my life have some impact on how I look at other cultures.  Through the courses I have taken at Ball State University I have drastically altered the views of these ideals but can still recall previous experiences with these “different” people.  

Primary level schooling was the first major turning point in my life.  This was truly the first time I remember being exposed to other people’s backgrounds. My school was combined by the student populations of two smaller towns.  The towns held similar views on education, socialization, religious views, and overall ideals of a small community.  Schooling was approached with values that athletic teams were of major importance while schooling sometimes took a back seat to these extra-curricular activities.  At the primary level though I clearly remember being exposed to little if any outside cultures.   Nearly every student in our school was viewed as white, lower class to middle class individuals.  This is why I consider this to be the first major turning point in my life.  With little to no exposure I made assumptions as a child that white/Caucasian human beings were the dominant race in the country and as far as I knew, the world.  Due to teachers lack of information given to us about other cultures, and the outside environment that we lived in (conservative, Christian views) we were able to make these assumption with a certain level of ignorance.  

As I approached middle school like all human beings I began to change both physically as well as socially and mentally.  I began to notice that even though our family lived a comfortable lifestyle we were often struggling to make it to each weeks paycheck.  As I continued to grow up and even to this point in my life I still view income and class as a dominant figure in a person’s culture.  Throughout the middle school and high school years these boundaries set up by class began to take its toll in the social environment of my high school.  Clicks of different social development and class began to form and communication between one another began to become more difficult as time went by.    
