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History of the Wind Band

Marching Band Tech

Lully and the Palace of Versailles (King Louis XII/ XIV) = Les Grands Hautbois

· Les Grands Hautbois is what is commonly referred to today as the great oboe band.  
· Lully’s bands were well organized and were one of the first to have a reliable record of their band.
Mozart Wind serenades

· Mozart writes for wind band.  Ensembles and the first orchestras begin to be seen.

Harmoniemusik

· Ensembles dedicated specifically as a wind ensemble.  Feldharmonie is the term used to describe field marching units.  This is the foundation for today’s modern day symphony and concert bands.
Instrument Development

· Through the composers of Mozart, Haydn, and Beethoven we begin to see more instruments which produce different sounds and timbres.  Older instruments such as flute begin to receive a “face lift” and start to become more modernized.
British Military Bands and Kneller Hall

· Composers Gustav Holst and Ralph Vaughn Williams influence Military bands with marches and suites.  

· Kneller hall is known as the school of music in which British Military Bands send their performers.

Standardized Instrumentation

· Pre-Cival War bands start to lay the foundation of instrumentation in ensembles.  What as seen today in a concert band can possibly be seen around this time as well.  More brass instruments and woodwinds are being developed to create richer and more full sound.  Adolph  Sax introduces valves to brass instruments as well as the saxophone.
American Bands (Civil War)

· Bands during this time are still being used for military purpose.  Also community bands can begin to be seen by local band leaders and people from the community.
Patrick Sarsfield Gilmore

· Gilmore’s bands were the first to perform at inauguration parades for presidents.  In 1858 he founded the Gilmore band which would perform for several main events during the time including the dedication of the Statue of Liberty.  He was also a forerunner in the development of the Boston Pops
John Phillip Sousa

· Credited for the development of the Sousaphone

· Known as the March King in Europe

· Helped progress the American Band and develop the United States Marine Corps band

· Wrote several operettas 

· Took the military band to the next step

Edwin Franko Goldman
· Developed the American Bandmasters Association (ABA)

· Wrote several marches

· Developed the Goldman band which is a military band based out of New York City. 

· One of the premier band leaders during the 20th century

University of Illinois Marching Band

· Austin Harding became the director of bands at the university in 1905.  

· The marching band set the standard for several show bands today.  

· The band and the school’s have set the standard for music schools everywhere
U.S. Military Bands

· Bands have formed to represent the branch of the military including the army band, marine band and many more.  
Outstanding Band Directors

· Band directors have been recognized for their outstanding talents through guest conducting sessions, awards and recognition through national organizations

The Wind Ensemble Concept

· The concept of the modern wind ensemble was born when Frederick Fennell created the Eastman Wind Ensemble in 1952.  Reduced size in different sections caused a more rich tone to be produced.  

The Current College Band

· Today many colleges have several ensembles to which students can choose from.  Many ensembles have become world renown and perform on a national level.

Band Organizations

· ABA; American Band Association

· CBDNA; College Band Directors National Association

· NBA: National Band Association

· Mid-West Clinic; International Band and Orchestra Conference

